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1 . ALREADY PREOCCUPIED WITH UDOJI DEMAND YNIN BOTH PUBLIC 
AND PRIVATE SECTORS (LAGOS 168 AND 171) AND WITH STRIKE BY 
LONG-DISTANCE TRUCK DRIVERS (LAGOS 156 AND 243), FMG FACING 
THIRD CHALLENGE FROM UNIVERSITY STUDENTS DEMONSTRATING EOR 
RELEASE OE POLITICAL DETAINEES. 

2. ON RETURN FROM CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS lANUARY 6, STUDENTS’ 
UNIONS AT UNIVERSITITEES OF LAGOS AND IBADAN DECLARED THEIR 
INTENTION TO BOYCOTT CLASSES UNTIL EMG AGREES RELEASE APER AKU, 
DETAINED SINCE AUGUST FOR ATTACKS ON BENUE-PLATEAU STATE 
GOVERNOR GONWALK, AND AIR lYARE, ARRESTED IN LATE NOVEMBER 
FOR CHARGES AGAINST GOWON AND MIND-WESTERN STATE GOVERNOR 
OGBEMUDIA. UNIVERSITY OF BENIN STUDENTS REPORTEDLY JOINED 
BOYCOTT ACTION JANUARY 8, DESPITE FACT THAT NATIONAL UNION 

OF NIGERIAN STUDENTS (NUNS) HAS PUBLICLY DISAVOWED BOYCOTT AND 
URGED STUDENTS RETURN TO CLASS. ADDITIONAL SIGN SOME STUDENT 
DISUNITY EVIDENT AT UNIVERSITY OE LAGOS, WHERE "COMMITTEE OF 
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DEMONSTRATIONS AT AFFECTED CAMPUSES PEACEFUL THROUGHT JANUARY 8, 

AS HAD GENERALLY BEEN CASE WITH PRE-CHRISTMAS AGITATION FOR 
RELEASE OF AKU (REFTEL). 

3. COMMENT: UNLESS STUDENT ACTION TURNS VIOLENT OR SPREADS 
TO INCLUDE BALANCE OF 20-ODD UNIVERSITY-LEVEL CAMPUSES, BOYCOTT 
MOST LIKELY SIMPLY TO BE IGNORED BY FMG FOR TIME BEING AS IT 
DEALS WITH MORE PRESSING PROBLEMS. GOWON HAS SEVERAL TIMES 
SAID THAT REGIME WILL NOT BE SWAYED BY EXTERNAL PRESSURES IN 
ITS DECISIONS REGARDING DETAINEES, AND STUDENT ACTION THUS 
UNLIKELY TO ACHIEVE ITS DECLARED OBJECTIVES. 
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